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Is this a Key 
Decision:
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Forward Plan:
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Exempt / 
Confidential 
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Summary:

The Sandwinning site has had a long history of sand extraction and processing dating 
back to the 1960’s.  The most recent permission, granted by the Secretary of State, 
attached a condition which although requires the restoration of the site, does not specify 
a date to complete.

Sandwinning from the site has long since ceased and Rainford’s, the original license 
holders have, surrendered their licence.  As they have had no conventional land interest 
in the site (other than that associated with a winning licence) the land remains in the 
ownership of the Council.

However, there is still a requirement under the planning condition to restore the site 
which the Council can enforce

The Council’s Planning Enforcement Team have maintained good working relationships 
with Rainford’s and have successfully agreed the continuing restoration of the land to 
date.  Given the extent of restoration that has occurred and that which is left, Rainfords 
have indicated that – subject to market conditions, which predicate the removal of sand – 
they anticipate the site will be fully restored to an agreeable state by the end of 2018 
depending on  the availability of development sites to which to transfer the material.

Recommendation(s):

(1) To note the contents of the report

Reasons for the Recommendation(s):

N/A



Alternative Options Considered and Rejected: (including any Risk Implications)

N/A

What will it cost and how will it be financed?

(A) Revenue Costs

(B) Capital Costs

Implications of the Proposals:

Resource Implications (Financial, IT, Staffing and Assets):

Legal Implications:

Equality Implications:

There are no equality implications. 

Contribution to the Council’s Core Purpose:

Protect the most vulnerable: not applicable

Facilitate confident and resilient communities: not applicable

Commission, broker and provide core services: not applicable

Place – leadership and influencer: not applicable

Drivers of change and reform: provides an update on the ongoing action associated 
with the restoration of a large development site on the Sefton Coast.

Facilitate sustainable economic prosperity: not applicable

Greater income for social investment: not applicable

Cleaner Greener: provides an update on the ongoing action associated with the 
restoration of a large development site on the Sefton Coast.



What consultations have taken place on the proposals and when?

(A) Internal Consultations

The Head of Corporate Resources (FD 4945/17)has been consulted and has no 
comment and Head of Regulation and Compliance (LD 4230/17.) have been consulted 
and any comments have been incorporated into the report.

(B) External Consultations 

Not applicable
 
Implementation Date for the Decision

Immediately following the Committee / Council meeting.

Contact Officer: Kevin Baker
Telephone Number: 0345 140 0845 (Option 4)
Email Address: kevin.baker@sefton.gov.uk

Appendices:

There are no appendices to this report

Background Papers:

There are no background papers available for inspection.

1. Introduction/Background

1.1 The extraction of Sand from the North Foreshore at Southport has been permitted 
under a series of agreements/permissions going back to the 1960’s.  Rainford’s 
Ltd are the operator of the site. 

1.2 There have been various permissions, specifically associated with the 
Sandwinning site since the 1970’s.  In 1977, permission was granted for 
Sandwinning and depot operations at the site, including construction of processing 
plant, extension of storage operations and provision of landscaping.  This was 
extended in 1983 for a further 15 years and then again in 2001, this time for a 
period of 10 years.  The latter being granted on appeal by the Secretary of State.  

1.3 Below is an extract of the operations site:



2. Legal Status

2.1 As identified above, the permission granted by the Secretary of State was subject 
to a number of conditions.  Of specific relevance is condition no.17.  Condition 17 
requires the following:

The proposed restoration scheme for the site shall be submitted to the [Council] 
12 months before expiry of [the] planning permission or within 12 months after 
permanent cessation of working, whichever is sooner.  The scheme shall include 
details of the method of restoration and the removal of materials, including final 
levels and an after-care scheme for 5 years following completion of restoration 
works.  Restoration of the site shall be carried out in accordance with the 
approved scheme. 

2.2 It must be noted that there is no specific request for the restoration to be carried 
out within a specific period.

2.3 There is also a Sandwinning Agreement (under the license) that requires:-

Immediately following the termination of this Agreement (Rainfords) shall:-
a) Remove from the site and compound and lagoon their building plant and 

equipment and any of their stocks of sand.
b) Restore any fence post pipe wire dyke or other similar thing which they 

have removed disturbed damaged or diverted. 
c) Restore and level the site and Compound and Lagoon in accordance with 

the requirements of the Council and in accordance with the Planning 
Condition and leave all in a safe, stable and tidy condition. 

2.4 Rainford’s have complied with parts a) and b). Part c) is an ongoing process in 
line with the planning condition.  

2.5 Rainford's have had no conventional land interest in the site, but held a Sand-
winning licence [dated 13 November 2003 for 10 years from 14 February 2002] 
which granted them access to take and process sand. This licence was 
surrendered on 27th February 2007. 



2.6 Rainford’s are still responsible for complying with the requirements of condition 17 
.  

3. Activity to date

3.1 The extraction of sand (the sandwinning) operation at Southport ceased in 
February 2007, shortly after which the buildings, plant and machinery were 
removed from the site.

3.2 In accordance with condition 17 details of the restoration of the site were 
submitted in 2008

3.3 Ongoing discussions have led to the material being gradually removed over the 
years since sand winning ceased. This material includes finings from the winning 
operation, debris and other contaminants. It cannot be returned to the sea. The 
material has been used on the Newlands land restoration project at Benthams 
Way/Town Lane and on other sites which the Forestry Commission have been 
involved in. 

3.4 Both the Council and Rainford’s wanted the material to be used in a sustainable 
way rather than being sent to landfill. Unfortunately due to the economic downturn 
little material was removed from the site for a number of years. 

3.5 However, following the intervention of the Council Enforcement Team, the 
removal of sand recommenced in 2015.  The sand materials are now being used 
on the new nearby Kew development, provided by Ruttles who have agreed with 
Rainford’s to process and transfer the sand material to the development.  
  

3.6 Since intervention, approximately 20,000 tonnes of sand has been processed, the 
majority of which has been taken off the site.

4. Current Status 

4.1 Restoration and processing has ceased for 2017 and will not commence again 
until January 2018 (works are carried out from January to August)

4.2 So far, it would appear that half of the compound site is at finished level.

4.3 There is currently piles of crush material still on site (approx. 4-5,000 tonnes) 
which has been processed and is ready to be transferred from the site.  It is 
understood that the processed material will continue to be used in the nearby Kew 
development, but due to the phasing of this development, it is unknown as to 
when this will be taken from the site.

4.4 It is understood there remains approximately 10,000 tonnes left to be removed 
from the compound.  

4.5 The Council understands that Ruttle’s are tendering for other sites but are still 
awaiting feedback as to whether they have been successful with such tenders.  
This is a commercial arrangement which does not directly involve the Council. 



4.6 It has been witnessed that sand (red sand) has been deposited on the site without 
authorisation.  Although the purpose of this is unknown, it would appear that the 
sand has been deposited for a temporary period.  Nevertheless, Rainford’s have 
been made aware of this and are in the process of having it removed from the 
site. 


